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State of the art child care
Tauranga’s St Peters Child Care Centre
proudly presents itself as a state-of-the-
art archetype for the 21st century early
childhood learning facility.

Its functionality and design, though a
strong modern aesthetic, remains
homely and inviting, blending well into its
urban neighbourhood setting.

The child care project was always to
be stage one of a larger scheme to
redevelop the entire St Peters site.
Planning for the total redevelopment was
only in the early stages when the notion
to proceed with the child care stage was
mooted. This meant Chambers and
Chambers had to ensure the new
development would fit in architecturally
with the future development, even
though those design parameters had not
yet fully been determined.

The project had many issues to
consider as the site was not particularly
large and had to accommodate a varying
number of children. Two stories was not
an option due to the children’s need to
connect to the outside play spaces.

A key consideration was allowing sun
to enter each communal space and easy
access and visual connection to the
outdoor spaces. This was achieved with
the inclusion of large doors and glazing
to the western outdoor zone and a series
of skylights.

The exterior of the building has large
overhangs offering protection from late

afternoon sun and rain. Supporting wings allowed the
incorporation of storage facilities for outside activity
equipment. Deck coverings provides the centre with
additional options on wet days.

A mixture of Titan and Linea board was used for the
external cladding of the building creating crisp clean
lines and a modern visual aesthetic. A conventional
gable roof with engineered exposed trusses gives a
feeling of spaciousness inside and compliments the
lineal appearance of the exterior.

Internally, the building divides naturally along its
crest providing defined spaces for the different age
groups of children. The two large day rooms separate
by cavity sliding doors allowing for flexibility of use with
the ability to open up the two rooms as one space.

With the safety of its occupants being of utmost
importance, a type 2F fire alarm system is in place
with automatic smoke detectors throughout. All
glazing under 1.5m in height is grade A safety
approved. Key-code entry via a staffed reception area
ensures only authorised parents and teachers obtain

access and internal windows ensure a
visual link to all interior spaces.

Soundproofing was also an essential
consideration and therefore the building
features double-glazing in all windows
and doors higher than 1.5m. Most doors
are fitted with rubber gaskets helping
with noise control as well as providing
finger-pinching safety. Risk of finger-
pinching is further reduced by the use of
slow close hardware on all entry doors.
The sleep rooms and adjacent ablutions
have 2.2 75mm noise insulation Batts in
all walls. Double glazed safety grade hush
glass is used in all skylights combined with
a sound absorbing ceiling panel. An Autex
paint composition applied to the internal
walls is used, again to assist with the
absorption of sound. As a result a noise
reduction coefficient of NRC 0.9 was able
to be achieved.

The pint sized restroom facilities and
fixtures are easy to master for a little
person and the nappy changing room is
discrete and well laid out.

The timeframe for the project was
tight. St Peters needed to have the
building up and running before the
beginning of the next operating year.

The result is a well-finished commercial
grade building with strong yet flexible
purpose built functionality that still
maintains a warm, friendly feel inducive
of laughter, learning and play.

Key suppliers
DK Electrical
6 Marsh St, Tga
Ph: 07 577 1248
Mob: 027 4943 924
Harkin Roofing
44 Tukorako Dr, Mt Maunganui
Ph: 07 575 2027
Page Transport
Brook St, Tga
Ph: 07 578 2887
City Bricklayers
23B Sherson St, Greerton, Tga
Ph: 07 571 1040
Longley Brothers
29c Burrows St, Tga
Ph: 07 578 4318
Cadlab Architectural
1 / 1267 Cameron Rd, Tga
Ph: 07 578 0888
Gerrand Flooring Ltd
123 Hewletts Rd, Mt
Maunganui
Ph: 07 575 7821
Cnr Greerton & Chadwick Rds
Greerton, Tauranga
Ph: 07 575 7821
Zip Plumbing Design Centre
48 Second Ave, Tga
Ph: 07 578 9071
30 Newton St, Mt Maunganui
Ph: 07 574 8327
Special Effects Painters
PO Box 5076, Mt Maunganui
Mob: 021 544 126
AliClad Fabrication
24 Graftons Place, Hamilton
Ph: 07 849 6504
Air Conditioning Services
63 Second Ave, Tga
Ph: 07 578 3800
N.Z. Windows
9 Koromiko St, Tga
Ph: 07 578 5527
Carters — Your Building
Partner
Birch Avenue, Tauranga
Owens Place, Mt Maunganui
Ph: 07 578 9099
MacMurdo Electrical Ltd
Cnr St John St & 10th Ave, Tga
Ph: 07 578 0538
Mob: Craig 027 489 4021
Mob: Neil 027 475 6538
Mastercraft Kitchens For
Living
Cnr Second Ave West &
Glasgow St, Tga
Ph: 07 578 9641


